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DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND THE ARTS — ALLANAH LUCAS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.04 pm]: I rise to pay tribute to 
Allanah Lucas, the former director general of the Department of Culture and the Arts. Allanah decided not to 
seek reappointment at the conclusion her contract earlier this month and will undertake a new role with the 
Public Sector Commission.  

When the Department of The Arts was created in 1986, Allanah was appointed the first Aboriginal arts officer 
and she set up the first Aboriginal arts panel. In 1987 she wrote the original policy for the creative development 
fellowships, which is a wonderful program that exists to this day. In 1988, Allanah won a British Council 
Fellowship, which enabled her to study in London for her Master of Arts in Arts Administration. Allanah lived 
and worked in England and took on a variety of roles in the arts sector before returning to Perth in 1997 to 
become the general manager of the Perth Theatre Company. In 2000, Allanah returned to the Department of 
Culture and the Arts as director of ArtsWA. In 2004, she was the acting Western Australian Museum CEO, and 
led the relocation of museum staff and state collections to the collections and research centre in Welshpool. 
Following this, she was appointed executive director for development and strategy in 2005, before being 
promoted to the position of director general of the department in 2008.  

Some of Allanah’s most significant achievements during her time at the Department of Culture and the Arts 
include leading the final stages of the development of the State Theatre Centre, which opened in January 2011; 
leading the first stages of planning for the new Western Australian Museum in the Perth Cultural Centre; and, 
being at the forefront of successful cross-government partnerships in arts and education, arts and disability and 
Indigenous arts programs. I have greatly valued the advice and assistance Allanah has provided to both the 
government and me over the past four and a half years. Allanah’s knowledge of and experience in the arts sector 
has been invaluable during a period of significant developments. She has played a pivotal role in managing the 
ever-present financial pressures, whilst also leading in the ongoing growth of a vibrant and active arts sector in 
Western Australia. I thank Allanah for her invaluable advice and assistance and wish her all the best for the 
future.  
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